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Time is the Life of the soul 
 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882), Hyperion 
  
He knows but from its shade the present hour 
 William Wordsworth, An Evening Walk 
 
For though we sleep or wake, or roam, or ride, 
Aye fleets the time, it will no man abide 
 Chaucer,  The Clerkes Tale 
 
Time nor tide tarrieth no man 
 Robert Greene,  Disputations (l592) 
 

 



 

 

Time and tide stayeth for no man 
 Richard Brathwaite,  English Gentleman (l630) 
 
Nae man can tether time or tide 
 Robert Burns,  Tam o' Shanter 
 
Time is a river of passing events, aye, a rushing torrent 
 Marcus Aurelius (121-180), Meditations 
 
Be ruled by time, the wisest counsellor of all 
 Pericles  
 
Time swoops to no man's lure 
 Swinburne 
 
A man who does nothing never has time to do anything 
 Anon 
 
Time is the image of eternity 
 Plato (428-347 BC) 
 
Time brings everything 
 Plato (428-347 BC) 
 
Time is the soul of the world 
 Pythagoras 
Time is man's angel 
 Schiller, Theklas Monolog 
 
Time is itself an element 
 Goethe, Spruche in Prosa 
 
One always has time enough, if one will apply it well 
 Goethe 
 
That old bald cheater, Time 
 Ben Jonson,  The Poetaster 
 
Time is the greatest innovator 
 Francis Bacon (l56l-l626),  Essays: Of Innovations 
 
To choose time is to save time 
 Francis Bacon (l56l-l626),  Essays: Of Dispatch 
 
Time will tell 
 Proverb 
 
Time and tide wait for no man 
 Proverb 
 
Time is a great healer 
 Proverb 



 

 

 
There is a time and a place for everything 
 Proverb 
 
Time is infinite movement without one moment of rest 
 Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), War & Peace 
 
Time destroys the groundless conceits of men 
 Cicero (l06-43 BC),  De Natura Deorum 
 
Time destroys the speculations of man, but it confirms the judgement of nature  
 Cicero (l06-43 BC) 
   
Time is the herald of truth 
 Cicero (l06-43 BC) 
 
Hours and days, and months and years go by, nor does past time ever return 
 Cicero (106-43 BC), De Senectute 
 
Time is...Time was...Time is past 
 Robert Greene (1560?-1592), Frier Bacon and Frier Bongay:  The Brazen Head 
 
Time flies over us, but leaves its shadow behind 
 Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864), The Marble Faun 
 
Time and tide wait for no man 
 Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832), Fortunes of Nigel 
 
Time rolls his ceaseless course 
 Sir Walter Scott (l77l-l832), Lady of the Lake 
 
Remember that lost time does not return 
 Thomas A.Kempis (1380-147l), Imitation of Christ 
 
Time in its aging course teaches all things 
 Aeschylus (525-456 BC), Prometheus Bound 
 
Time brings all things to pass 
 Aeschylus (458 BC), The Libation Bearers 
 
Time in his aging overtakes all things alike 
 Aeschylus,  The Eumenides (458 BC) 
 
The greatest sacrifice is the sacrifice of time 
 Antiphon (5th c.BC) 
 
It is the wisest who grieve most at loss of time 
 Dante Alighieri (1265-1321), Purgatorio 
 
There is a time for words and a time for sleep 
 Homer (c.10th-8th c.BC),  Odyssey 
 



 

 

What does not destructive time destroy? 
 Horace (65-8BC),  Odes 
 
Even while we speak, envious Time has fled 
 Horace (65-8BC),  Odes 
 
Time is generally the best medicine 
 Ovid,  Remediorum Amoris 
 
While I am speaking, the hour flies 
 Ovid, Amores 
 
Employ your time;  Time glides on with speedy foot 
 Ovid,  Ars Amatoria 
 
Time that devours all things 
 Ovid,  Metamorphoses 
Nothing is so dear and precious as time 
 Francois Rabelais (1494?-1553),  Pantagruel 
 
Nothing is ours except time 
 Seneca (4? BC-65 AD), Ad Lucilium 
 
Time heals what reason cannot 
 Seneca (1st Cent), Agamemnon 
 
Time rolls swiftly ahead, and rolls us with it 
 Seneca (lst Cent), Epistulae ad Lucilium 
 
The inconstant hour flies on double wings 
 Seneca (lst Cent), Hippolytus 
 
Time is the one loan which even a grateful recipient cannot repay 
 Seneca (lst Cent),  Epistulae ad Lucilium 
 
Save your time 
 Seneca (lst Cent), Epistulae ad Lucilium 
 
There is a time for everything 
 George Bernard Shaw (1856-l950), Man and Superman 
 
As if you could kill time without injuring eternity 
 Henry David Thoreau (l8l7-1862), Walden: Economy 
 
Time is the great physician 
 Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881), Henrietta Temple 
 
Time is my estate;  to Time I'm heir 
 Johann Wolfgang Goethe (l749-1832), Wilhelm Meister 
 
Time deals gently only with those who take it gently 
 Anatole France, The Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard (1881) 



 

 

 
Dost thou love life, then do not squander time, for that's the stuff life is made of 
 Benjamin Franklin (1706-90), The Way To Wealth 
 
Lost time is never found again 
 Benjamin Franklin (l706-90), Poor Richard  
 
If you have time, don't wait for time 
 Benjamin Franklin (l706-90) 
 
Time is an herb that cures all diseases 
 Benjamin Franklin (l706-90), Poor Richard  
 
You may delay, but time will not 
 Benjamin Franklin (l706-90),  Poor Richard  
 
O aching time!  O moments big as years! 
 John Keats (l795-l821),  Hyperion 
 
We must use time as a tool, not as a couch 
 John Fitzgerald Kennedy (l9l7-63) 
 
It is only time that weighs upon our hands. 
It is only time, and that is not material 
 Sylvia Plath (l932-63), Winter Trees 
 
They do that to pass the time, nothing more. 
But Time is too large, it refuses to let itself be filled up 
 Jean-Paul Sartre (l905-80),  Nausea 
 
Ah! the clock is always slow; 
It is later than you think. 
 Robert William Service (l874-l958) 
 
Time drops in decay, 
Like a candle burnt out 
 W.H.Yeats (l865-l939),  The Moods 
 
The bell strikes one.   We take no note of time 
But from its loss 
 Edward Young (l683-l765),  Night Thoughts 
 
Time cures one of everything - even of living 
 Edmond and Jules De Concourt,  Journal (Oct.14,l856) 
 
Let time that makes you homely, make you sage 
 Thomas Parnell,  Elegy to an Old Beauty 
 
Time flies over us, but leaves its shadow behind 
 Nathaniel Hawthorne,  The Marble Faun (l860) 
 
 



 

 

Time makes more converts than reason 
 Thomas Paine, introduction to Common Sense (l776) 
 
Time heals griefs and quarrels, for we change and are no longer the same persons 
 Pascal, Pensees (l670) 
 
Time, which changes people, does not alter the image we have retained of them 
 Marcel Proust, Remembrance of Things Past: Within a Budding Grove  
 (l913-27) 
Time is that in which all things pass away 
 Schopenhauer, The Vanity of Existence (l85l) 
 
Therefore conceal nothing;  for time, that sees and hears all things, discovers   
 everything 
 Sophocles 
 
Time is a gentle deity 
 Sophocles,  Electra 
 
Great time makes all things dim 
 Sophocles,  Ajax (c.447 BC) 
 
Time is a kindly God 
 Sophocles,  Electra (c.4l8-14BC) 
 
 
Our costliest expenditure is time 
 Theophrastus (c.370-287 BC) 
 
 Time is the most valuable thing a man can spend 
 Theophrastus ( c.370-287 BC) 
 
Nothing is so dear and precious as time 
 Rabelais, Works 
 
An inch of time cannot be bought by an inch of gold 
 Chinese proverb 
 
Time flies away, and cannot be restored 
 Virgil, Georgics 
 
Those who make the worst use of their time most complain of its shortness 
 La Bruyere,  Les Caracteres: Des Jugements 
 
Time will bring healing 
 Euripides,  Alcestis 
 
Time takes away the grief of men 
 Erasmus, Adagia 
 
Time dissolves all things, and makes them old 
 Aristotle, Physica 



 

 

 
Time conquers all, and we must Time obey 
 Pope,  Pastorals: Winter 
 
Time is a great teacher, but unfortunately it kills all its pupils 
Hector Berlioz (l803-69) 
 
I recommend you to take care of the minutes; for hours will take care of themselves 
 Earl of Chesterfield (l694-l773), letter to his son, 6 Nov l747 
 
Methinks I see the wanton hours flee, 
And as they pass, turn back and laugh at me 
 George Villiers, 2nd Duke of Buckingham (l62801687) 
 
That old common arbitrator, Time 
 Shakespeare (l564-l6l6),  Troilus & Cressida 
 
Come what come may, 
Time and the hour runs through the roughest day 
 Shakespeare (l564-l6l6), Macbeth 
 
Th'inaudible and noiseless foot of Time 
  Shakespeare (l564-l6l6), All's Well that Ends Well 
 
Time is the old justice that examines all offenders 
 Shakespeare (l564-l6l6) 
 
I wasted time and now doth time waste me 
 Shakespeare (l564-l6l6) 
 
Time is the nurser and breeder of all good 
 Shakespeare (l564-l6l6), Two Gentlemen of Verona 
 
Time is an herb that cures all diseases 
 Shakespeare (l564-l6l6) 
 
Seize time by the forelock 
 Pittacus of Mitylene 
 
The happier the time, the quicker it passes 
 Pliny the Younger 
 
Our time is a very shadow that passeth away 
 Wisdom of Solomon 
 
Time ripens all things.   No man's born wise. 
 Cervantes,  Don Quixote (l605-l5) 
 
The ruins of Time build mansions in Eternity 
 William Blake, letter to William Hayley, May 6 l800 
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