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THE SEVEN DIALS TRUST PEOPLEôS PLAQUES PROJECT 
Each plaque with naming rights in Londonôs West End 

    
 

      
. 

    
 

      
 

The Trustôs Peopleôs Plaques celebrate individuals and institutions who made a 
contribution to London and beyond - from the inventor of the costermongerôs barrow 
to the inventor of the lifeboat. Sponsors receive naming rights via an eye level QR 
code plaque leading to information about the blue plaque above and its sponsor on 

our website - as illustrated on page 4. 
 

This project won the London Forum of Amenity & Civic Societies media award with the citation: 

óAn absolutely brilliant and wide-ranging schemeô. 
óThe charity has brought an entire neighbourhood back to life.ô Colin Davis on presenting the first PRIAN 

national award. 

óThe Seven Dials scheme has been of national importance in changing attitudes to and aspirations for the public 

realmô Robert Huxford Director UK Urban Design Group. 
 

www.sevendials.com   

http://www.sevendials.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0usPKwZjUAhWH7BQKHY3IAEMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.com/Melodisc-Records-Hollywood-Various/dp/B0049VGTBA&psig=AFQjCNF1RHXhF6SmEiE13wpff73OyBcUTA&ust=1496264399448637
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SPONSORSHIP  
Sponsorship of a Peopleôs Plaque is a minimum of £2,400 for individuals (with 
permission to claim Gift Aid) and £3,000 for companies.  
Where appropriate Peopleôs Plaque sponsors are invited to support an unveiling 
event ï see pages 17-18 for the Roxy and Brian Epstein unveilings, some media 
coverage and Roxy film. 
 

THE PEOPLEôS PLAQUES 
The Seven Dials Trust commissioned local historian and author Steve Denford to undertake the project research.  He 
presented 125 names with short biographies, initial recommendations. He set out the following criteria and those 
chosen had to meet at least two of these: 1. Nationally important (e.g. listed in Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography) . 2. Interesting individual character, business or institution, with colourful story; 3. Based in Seven Dials 
area, as previously defined, with documentary proof of residence; 4. Provides a geographic spread of names (i.e. not 
too many names in one street); 5. Provides a historical range; 6.Illustrates the historic character of the area (trades, 
poverty, proximity of Covent Garden Market, etc). 
 

The Trustôs Plaques group, made up of local residents and businesses, helped to draw up a shortlist which was 
finalised by trustees. Steve Denford then undertook further research on the shortlisted names.   
 

A-Z List of Peopleôs Plaques (** = unveiled)                                          Sponsor 
Aldridgeôs (1753-1940), famous horse bazaar. Westminster City Council 
George Armstrong  (1720ï1789), the father of paediatrics.  
John Logie Baird (1888-1946), first experimental television transmissions.  Mark Rupert Read 

Syd Barrett  (1946-2006), singer-songwriter, co-founder of the Pink Floyd. Anja Saunders 

Robert Anning  Bell, artist, sculptor & designer.  
Jacob Bogdani (1660-1724),  still-life and bird painter.  
Charles Boon (1877-1943), publisher, founder of Mills & Boon.  
Zepherina Smith & Dame Rosalind Paget DBE at the British Lying-In 
Hospital , pioneering midwives. 

The Hospital Club 

Jim Cadbury-Brown  (1913-2009), Modernist architect. Christina Smith OBE 

Jemmy Catnach (1792-1841), chapbook publisher & inventor of the ballad 
broad-sheet. 

 

Cave of Harmony (1927-1928), bohemian night club. Shaftesbury Plc 

Edward John Dent (1790-1853), noted clockmaker famous for óBig Benô.  
John Dryden (1631-1700), poet & satirist . The Mercersô Company 

Sir John Gielgud (1904-2000), actor.  Delfont Mackintosh Theatres 

William Hazlitt (1778-1830), essayist, critic and painter.  
John Jacob Holtzapffel (1768-1835), pioneering lathe & machine maker used 
by Queen Victoria. 

Elizabeth Bax 

Henry óBirds Nestô Hunt (1790ï1864), noted watercolour painter.  
Ellen Keeley (1900-1982), costermonger & cart maker; inventor of óthe shop on 
wheelsô & eminent Covent Garden family. 

Christina Smith OBE 

The Kip (1860-1922), notorious lodging house. Shaftesbury Plc 

Lionel Lukin (1742-1834), Royal coach-maker & inventor of the lifeboat.  Capital & Counties Plc 

Thomas Malton (1751-1804), architectural draughtsman who taught Turner.  
Angus McBean (1904-1990), photographer, shot first Beatles album cover.  
Melodisc Records, introduced Afro-Caribbean music to the UK. Currently being researched 

Max Reinhardt (1915-2002), publisher and owner of Bodley Head.  
Stephen Rimbault (working 1744-88) noted musical clockmaker who employed 
the artist Zoffany. 

 

**Roxy Club (1976-1978), showcase of punk rock. ** Installed with event. Shaftesbury Plc 
Thomas Stothard  (1755-1834), history painter & book illustrator.  
Nathaniel Westlake (1833-1921), noted stained glass artist.  
The St Giles Workhouse (early 1800sï1914), housed 900 paupers.  
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PEOPLEôS PLAQUE MAP IN CAMDEN AND WESTMINSTER 
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See page 10 ï an example of material which will be our website with further information on each plaque via the QR code Ʒ  


